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An act to amend Section 1245.270 of the Code of Civil Procedureto
amend, Sections 651, 655.7, and 658.3 of the Harbors and Navigation
Code, to amend Section 7 of the Penal Code, and to amend Sections
1804, 9854, and 9873 of the VVehicle Code, relating to vessels.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT ASFOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 1245.270 of the Code of Civil Procedure is amended to
read:
1245.270. (&) A resolution of necessity does not meet the requirements of this
article if the defendant establishes by a preponderance of the evidence both of the
following:

(1) A member of the governing body who voted in favor of the resolution received
or agreed to receive abribe{asthat-terrms bribe, as defined in-subdivision6-of Section
7 of the Penal-Cede) Code, involving adoption of the resolution.

(2) But for the conduct described in paragraph (1), the resolution would not
otherwise have been adopted.

(b) Where there has been a prior criminal prosecution of the member for the
conduct described in paragraph (1) of subdivision (a), proof of conviction shall be
conclusive evidence that the requirement of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) is satisfied,
and proof of acquittal or other dismissal of the prosecution shall be conclusive evidence
that the requirement of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) is not satisfied. Where there
isapending criminal prosecution of the member for the conduct described in paragraph
(1) of subdivision (a), the court may take such action asisjust under the circumstances
of the case.

(c) Nothing in this section precludes apublic entity from rescinding aresolution
of necessity and adopting a new resolution as to the same property, subject to the same
conseguences as a conditional dismissal of the proceeding under Section 1260.120.

SEC. 2. Section 651 of the Harbors and Navigation Code is amended to read:

651. Asused in this chapter, the following definitions apply unless the context
clearly requires a different meaning:

(a) “Alcohol” means any form or derivative of ethyl alcohol (ethanol).

(b) “Alcohol concentration” means either grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters
of blood or grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath.

(c) “Associated equipment” means any of the following, excluding radio
equipment:

(1) Any system, part, or component of aboat as originally manufactured or any
similar part or component manufactured or sold for replacement, repair, or improvement
of the system, part, or component.

(2) Any accessory or equipment for, or appurtenance to, a boat.

(3) Any marine safety article, accessory, or equipment intended for use by a
person on board a boat.

(d) “Boat” means any vessdl that is any of the following:

(1) Manufactured or used primarily for noncommercial use.

(2) Leased, rented, or chartered to another for the latter’s noncommercial use.

(3) Engaged in the carrying of six or fewer passengers, including those for-hire
vessels carrying more than three passengers while using inland waters of the state that
are not declared navigable by the United States Coast Guard.

(4) Commercial vessels required to be numbered pursuant to Section 9850 of
the Vehicle Code.

(e) “Chemical test” means atest that analyzes an individual’s breath, blood, or
urine for evidence of drug or alcohol use.
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(f) “Controlled substance” means controlled substance as defined in Section
11007 of the Health and Safety Code.

(9) “ Department” means the Department of Boating and Waterways.

(h) “Director” means the Director of Boating and Waterways.

(i) “Drug” means any substance or combination of substances other than a cohol
that could so affect the nervous system, brain, or muscles of a person asto impair to
an appreciable degree the person’s ability to operate a vessel in the manner that an
ordinarily prudent person, in full possession of their faculties, using reasonable care,
would operate a similar vessel under like conditions.

(j) “Engine cut-off switch” means a switch that automatically stops the engine
of a power-driven vessdl if activated by an engine cut-off switch link.

(k) “Engine cut-off switch link” means a device that, if attached to an operator,
activates an engine cut-off switch if the operator is separated from the power-driven
vessal. Thisterm includes alanyard or another mechanical device and awirel ess cut-off
link that transmits an electromagnetic signal to an engine cut-off switch.

(1) “Intoxicant” means any form of acohol, drug, or combination thereof.

)

(m) “Legal owner” isaperson holding the legal titleto avessel under a
conditional sale contract, the mortgagee of avessel, or the renter or lessor of a vessel
to the state, or to any county, city, district, or political subdivision of the state, under
alease, lease-sale, or rental-purchase agreement that grants possession of the vessel
to the lessee for a period of 30 consecutive days or more.

(n) “Manufacturer” means any person engaged in any of the following:

(1) The manufacture, construction, or assembly of boats or associated equipment.

(2) The manufacture or construction of components for boats and associated
equipment to be sold for subsequent assembly.

(3) The importation into this state for sale of boats, associated equipment, or
components thereof.

(0) “Marine employer” means the owner, managing operator, charterer, agent,
master, or person in charge of avessel vessel, other than arecreational vessel.

i

(p) “Motorboat” means any vessel propelled by machinery, whether or not the
machinery isthe principal source of propulsion, but shall not include a vessel that has
avalid marine document issued by the United States Coast Guard or any federal agency
successor thereto.

() “Operator” meansthe person aboard avessel who meetsany of thefollowing:

(1) Is steering the vessel while underway.

(2) Isresponsible for the operation of the vessel while underway.

(3) Isat least 18 years of age and is attentive and supervising the operation of
the vessel by aperson 12, 13, 14, or 15 years of age pursuant to Section 658.5.

(r)-(1) “Owner” is a person-having that meets one or more of the following
criteria:
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(A) Has dl theincidents of ownership, including the legal title, of avessel
whether or not that person lends, rents, or pledges thevessel:the vessel.

(B) The person entitled to the possession of avessel as the purchaser under a
conditiona sale-eentract;-or-the contract.

(C) The mortgagor of a vessel.~Owner-

2) “Owner” does not include a person holding legal title to avessel under a
conditional sale contract, the mortgagee of avessel, or the renter or lessor of avessel
to the state or to any county, city, district, or political subdivision of the state under a
lease, |ease-sale, or rental-purchase agreement that grants possession of the vessel to
the lessee for a period of 30 consecutive days or more.

(s) “Passenger” means every person carried on board a vessel other than any of
the following:

(1) The owner or the owner’s representative.

(2) The operator.

(3) Bonafide members of the crew engaged in the business of the vessel who
have contributed no consideration for their carriage and who are paid for their services.

(4) Any guest on board avessdl that is being used exclusively for pleasure
purposes who has not contributed any consideration, directly or indirectly, for their
carriage.

€r)

() “Person” meansan individual, partnership, firm, corporation, limited liability
company, association, or other entity, but does not include the United States, the state,
or amunicipality or subdivision thereof.

(u) “Personal flotation device” means a device that is approved by the
Commandant of the United States Coast Guard pursuant to Part 160 (commencing with
Section 160.001-1) of Title 46 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

£s)

(V) “Personal watercraft” means a vessel
maehihery;-that+s propelled by a water-jet pump or other machinery as its primary
source of motive power and designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing, or
kneeling on the vessdl, rather than+the-conventiona-manner-of Sitting or standing
tnside the vessek within the vessel’s hull.

€t
(w) “Recreational vessel” means avessel that is being used only for pleasure.

{uhy
(x) “Registered owner” is the person registered by the Department of Motor
Vehicles as the owner of the vessal.

(y) “Specia-use area” means all or a portion of awaterway that is set aside for
specified uses or activities to the exclusion of other incompatible uses or activities.

()
(z) “ State” means a state of the United States, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the District of Columbia.

)
(aa) “ State of principal use” means the state on which waters avessel is used or
intended to be used most during a calendar year.
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(ab) “ Static thrust” means the forward or backward thrust developed by a
propulsion machinery while stationary.

(ac) “Throwable personal flotation device” means a personal flotation device
that isintended to be thrown to a person in the water. A personal flotation device
marked as Type |V or TypeV with Type IV performance is considered a throwable
personal flotation device. Unless specifically marked otherwise, a wearable personal
flotation device is not athrowable personal flotation device.

)

(ad) “Undocumented vessel” means any vessel that is not required to have, and
does not have, avalid marine document issued by the United States Coast Guard or
any federal agency successor thereto.

(ae) “Use” means operate, navigate, or employ.

(af) “Vessdl” includes every description of a watercraft or other artificial
contrivance used or capable of being used asameans of transportation on water, except
either of the following:

(1) A seaplane on the water.

(2) A watercraft specifically designed to operate on a permanently fixed course,
the movement of which isrestricted to afixed track or arm to which the watercraft is
attached or by which the watercraft is controlled.

(ag) “Water skis, an aquaplane, or asimilar device” includes al forms of water
skiing, barefoot skiing, skiing on skim boards, knee boards, or other contrivances,
parasailing, ski kiting, or any activity where a person is towed behind or alongside a
boat.

(ah) “Waters of this state” means any waters within the territorial limits of this
state.

(ai) “Wearable personal flotation device” means a personal flotation device that
is intended to be worn or otherwise attached to the body. A personal flotation device
marked as Type |, Typell, Typelll, or TypeV with Typel, II, or |1l performanceis
considered a wearable personal flotation device.

SEC. 3. Section 655.7 of the Harbors and Navigation Code is amended to read:

655.7. (@) A person operating apersona watercraft equipped by the manufacturer
with alanyard-type engine-euteff_cut-off switch shall attach the lanyard to-his-er-her
person;_themself, their clothing, or_their personal flotation device, as appropriate for
the specificvessel:_vessal, while operating on plane or above displacement speed.

(b) Ne-A person shall_not operate a personal watercraft equipped by the
manufacturer with-a-self-etreting-deviee an engine cut-off switch if these-eireting
deviee engine cut-off switch or engine throttle has been atered in any way that would
impede or prevent the-seif-etreling-deviee engine cut-off switch from operating in its
intended manner.

(c) Every personal watercraft shall, at all times, be operated in areasonable and
prudent manner. Maneuvers that unreasonably or unnecessarily endanger life, limb,
or property, including, but not limited to, jumping or attempting to jump the wake of
another vessel within 100 feet of that other vessel, operating the personal watercraft
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toward any person or vessel in the water and turning sharply at close range so as to
spray the vessel or person, or operating at arate of speed and proximity to another
vessel so that either operator isrequired to swerve at the last minute to avoid collision,
Is unsafe or reckless operation of avessel.

(d) A person shall not operate a personal watercraft at any time between the
hours from sunset to sunrise. This subdivision does not apply to marine patrol, harbor
police, or emergency personnel in the performance of their duties.

(€) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), a person operating a power-driven
covered vessel shall not operate or authorize another person to operate the vessel on
plane or above displacement speed if the engine cut-off switch or engine cut-off switch
Ink is missing, disconnected, or not operating properly.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply if either of the following criteriais met:

(A) The main helm of the vessel isinstalled within an enclosed cabin.

(B) The vessel does not have an engine cut-off switch and isnot required to have
one pursuant to Section 4312 of Title 46 of the United States Code.

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, “covered vessel” means avessel that meets
all of the following criteria

(A) Islessthan 26 feet overal in length.

(B) Is capable of developing 115 pounds or more of static thrust.

(C) Is either equipped with an engine cut-off switch or was built on or after
December 4, 2019.

(f) This section does not apply to a performer who is engaged in a professiona
exhibition or to a person who is participating in a regatta, race, marine parade,
tournament, exhibition, or other event sanctioned by the United States Coast Guard or
authorized by apermit issued by thelocal entity having jurisdiction over the areawhere
the event is held.

(9) Any violation of this section is an infraction.
SEC. 4. Section 658.3 of the Harbors and Nav|gat|on Code |samended to read:
658.3. (a) A person shall not | 65 eSS

sa1+beat—ewessel—rsandeﬁvay usearecreatlonal vessel unlessall of thefollowmq ’

reguirements are met:

(1) Thereis at |east one wearable personal flotation device on board the vessel
for each person on the vessdl.

(2) Each personal flotation device is used in accordance with the requirements
on its approval label.

(3) If apersonal flotation device's approval label refers to an owner’s manual,
then the personal flotation device is used in accordance with the requirementsin its
owner's manual.

(b) A person shall not use arecreational vessel 16 feet or more in length unless
onethrowable personal flotation deviceis onboard in addition to the number of wearable
personal flotation devices required by subdivision (a).
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(c) A person shall not operate arecreationa vessel underway with a child under
13 years of age onboard unless at |east one of the following requirements is met:

(1) Thechildiswearing an appropriate personal flotation devicethat isapproved
by the United States Coast Guard.

(2) Thech|ld is below deck or |n an enclosed cabin. _

(d) A person on board a persona watercraft or a person being towed behind a
vessel on water skis, an aquaplane, or similar device, except for an underwater
maneuvering device intended for use by a submerged swimmer, shall wear a United
States Coast Guard-approved wearable personal flotation device that isused in
accordance with approval labels and manufacturer’s instructions. An underwater
maneuvering deviceisatowed or self-powered apparatus that a person can pilot through
diving, turning, and surfacing maneuvers that is designed for underwater use.

(1) This subdivision does not apply to a person aboard a personal watercraft or
aperson being towed behind avessel onwater skis, if that person isaperformer engaged
in aprofessional exhibition, or preparing to participate or participating with
authorization pursuant to a United States Coast Guard permit or other permit granted
pursuant to subdivision (@) of Section 268 in an official regatta, marine parade,
tournament, or exhibition.

(2) Inlieu of wearing a United States Coast Guard-approved wearable personal
flotation device as described in this subdivision, a person engaged in slalom skiing on
amarked course or a person engaged in barefoot, jump, or trick waterskiing may elect
to wear awetsuit designed for the activity and labeled by the manufacturer as a water
ski wetsuit. A United States Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device as
described in this subdivision shall be carried in the tow vessel for each skier electing
to wear awater ski wetsuit pursuant to this paragraph.

(eh)

(e) The requirements set forth in subdivisions (a) and<€}_(d) do not apply to a
person 13 years of age or older operating ameterbeat;-sattbeat;-or recreational vessel
If the vessel is engaged in an emergency rescue situation.

(f) Subdivision (a) does not apply to a person operating a“passenger vessel,” as
defined in Section230422) 2101(31) of Title 46 of the United States Code or a“small
passenger vessel,” as defined in Section210435) 2101(47) of Title 46 of the United
States Code.

(g) For Durposes of th|s sectl on the fol Iovv| ng deﬂ n|t|ons aDDlV
(1) “Enclosed cabin” means a space on board a vessel that is surrounded by
bulkheads or canvas and covered by a roof
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(2) “Underway” means all times except when the motorboat, sailboat, or vessel
Is anchored, moored, or aground.

(h) A violation of this section is an infraction punishable as provided in
subdivision (a) of Section 668.

SEC. 5. Section 7 of the Pena Code is amended to read:

7. (@) Words used in this code in the present tense include the future as well as
thepresent-words present. Words used in the masculine gender include the feminine
and-edter;_neuter. Words used in the singular number includes the plural, and the

plural the—Sﬂgquachewerdiperen— singular.
Person” includes a corporation aswell as a natural-person:-thewerd-eounty™
person

(2) “County” includes*€ity-and-county™whriting city and county.

(3) “Writing” includes printing and-typewritiag:-eath typewriting.
4) “Oath” includes affirmation or-deelaration; declaration, and every mode of

oral statement, under oath or affirmation, is embraced by the term “testify,” and every
written onein the termielepese"—;sigﬂa&we “depose.”

(5) “Signature” or-subseriptien_ subscription” includes mark, when the person
cannot write,-hiserher their name being written near it, by a person who writeshis-er
her their own name as awitness;provided; witness, if that when asignatureis made
by mark it-raust;_shall, in order that the same may be acknowledged or serve asthe
signature to any sworn statement, be witnessed by two personswho-+atst shall subscribe
their own names as witnesses thereto.

(b) The following words have in this code the signification attached to them in
this section, unless otherwise apparent from the context:

D . —Willfully,” when applied to the intent with which an
act is done or omitted, impli ess mply a purpose or willingness to commit the act, or
make the omission referred to. It does not require any intent to violate law,of to i nj ure
another, or to acquire any advantage.

(2) Freweords“negtect;— Neglect,” “negligence,” “negligent,” and “negligently”
import awant of-saeh the attention to the nature or probable consequences of the act
or omission-as that a prudent-ran_person ordinarily bestows in acting in-his their own
concerns.

(3 “ " Corruptly” imports awrongful design to acquire or
cause some pecuniary or other advantage to the person guilty of the act or omission
referred to, or to some other person.

(4) Fhrewerds“maliee™"Malice” and “maliciousy” import awish to vex, annoy,
or injure another person, or an intent to do awrongful act, established either by proof
or presumption of law.

(5 “ “—“Knowingly” imports only aknowledge that the facts
exist which bring the act or omission within the provisions of this code. It does not
require any knowledge of the unl awful ness of-sueh that act or omission.

(6) Fhewerebribe™“Bribe” signifies anything of value or advantage, present
or prospective, or any promise or undertaking to give any, asked, given, or accepted,
with a corrupt intent to influence, unlawfully, the person to whom it is given, inhiser
wer their action, vote, or opinion, in any public or official capacity.

241391096903BI LL



UNBACKED 05/07/24 09:14 AM
96903 RN 24 13910 PAGE 9

(7) Fhreweordvessel,—" Vessal,” when used with reference to shipping, includes
ships of al kinds, steamboats, canalboats, barges, and every structure adapted to be
navigated from place to place for the transportation of merchandise or persons, except
that, as used in Sections 192.5 and 193.5, the word “vessel” means a vessel as defined
I n-subdivisien-{e)-ef Section 651 of the Harbors and Navigation Code.

(8 “ reer—signify-" Peace officer” signifies any one of the
officers mentioned in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part
2.

(9) Fhewordmagistrate™—“ M agistrate” signifies any one of the officers
mentioned in Section 808.

(10) Fheweord“property™—" Property” includes both real and personal property.

(11) Fhe-wordsreatproperty™—are-“ Real property” is coextensive with lands,
tenements, and hereditaments.

(12) Fhewerds“personaprepertynckade Personal property” includes money,
goods, chattels, things in action, and evidences of debt.

(13) Fheworameonth™—" Month” means a calendar month, unless otherwise
expressed; the word “daytime” means the period between sunrise and sunset, and the
word “nighttime” means the period between sunset and sunrise.

(14) Fhrewerdwill~"Will” includes codicil.

(15) Fheweord—writ—“Writ” signifies an order or precept in writing, issued in
the name of the people, or of a court or judicial officer, and-thewerd “process’ awrit
or summons issued in the course of judicial proceedings.

{16)

(16) When the seal of acourt or public officer is required by law to be affixed
to any paper, the word “seal” includes an impression of the seal upon the paper alone,
or upon any substance attached to the paper capable of receiving avisible impression.
The seal of aprivate person may be made in like manner, or by the scroll of a pen, or
by writing the word “seal” against their name.

(17) “State,” when applied to the different parts of the United States, includes
the District of Columbiaand theterritories, and “ United States’ may include the district
and territories.

(18) “Section,” whenever hereinafter employed, refers to a section of this code,
unless some other code or statute is expressy mentioned.

(19) To “book” signifies the recordation of an arrest in official police records,
and the taking by the police of fingerprints and photographs of the person arrested, or
any of these acts following an arrest.

(20) “ Spouse” includes “registered domestic partner,” as required by Section
297.5 of the Family Code.

{16)

(c) Words and phrases+atst_shall be construed according to the context and the
approved usage of thetanguage; language, but technical words and phrases, and-sueh
any others as may have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in law,+#aust_ shall
be construed according to-sdeh that peculiar and appropriate meaning.

(d) Words giving ajoint authority to three or more public officers or other
persons, are construed as giving-sueh that authority to a mgjority of them, unlessitis
otherwise expressed in the act giving the authority.
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SEC. 6. Section 1804 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

1804. (@) The abstract shall be made upon aform furnished or approved by the
department and shall contain all necessary information to identify the defendant,
including, but not limited to, the person’s driver’s license number, name, and date of
birth, the date and nature of the offense, the vessel number, if any, of the vessel involved
in the offense, the license plate number of the vehicleinvolved in the offense, the date
of hearing, and the judgment, except that in the case of infractions where the court has
not directed the department to suspend or restrict the defendant’s driver’slicense, only
the conviction and not the judgment need be set forth in the abstract. The abstract shall
also indicate whether the vehicleinvolved in the offenseisacommercial motor vehicle,
as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, whether the vehicle was of atype
requiring the driver to have a certificateissued pursuant to Section 2512, 12517, 12519,
12523, or 12523.5 or any endorsement issued pursuant to paragraph (2) or (5) of
subdivision (a) of Section 15278, and whether the vehicle was transporting hazardous
materia at the time of the offense, or whether the vessel involved in the offense was
arecreational vessel, as defined msubdﬁﬁseﬁ{-bb)ﬂf Section 651 of the Harbors and
Navigation Code.

(b) Asto any abstract for which the original arrest and final conviction was for
aviolation of subdivision (b), (¢), (d), (), or (f) of Section 655 of the Harbors and
Navigation Code or Section 23152 or 23153 of this code, the abstract shall contain a
statement indicating the percentage of acohol, by weight, in the person’s blood
whenever that percentage was determined by achemical test. Theinformation regarding
the chemical test shall be compiled if it is available to the clerk of the court. All
information required to be compiled pursuant to this subdivision shall be kept
confidential in the records of the department pursuant to Section 1808.5. The department
may use the information for research and statistical purposes and for determining the
eligibility of any person to operate a motor vehicle on the highways of this state. The
information shall not be released to any other public or private agency, except for
research and statistical summary purposes and, for those purposes, the name and address
of the person and any other identifying information shall not be disclosed.

(c) The Legidature finds and declares that blood-al cohol percentages have
valuable research potential in providing statistical summary information on impaired
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drivers but that a specific blood-al cohol percentage is only an item of evidence for
purposes of criminal and licensing sanctionsimposed by law. The Legidature recognizes
that the accuracy of the determination of a specific blood-al cohol percentageisnot the
critical determination in a conviction for driving under the influence of an alcoholic
beverage if the blood-alcohol percentage exceeds the statutory amount.

SEC. 7. Section 9854 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

9854. The owner of any vessel already covered by a number in full force and
effect-whteh that has been issued to it pursuant to then operative federal law or a
federally approved numbering system of another state shall make application within
30 days after the-96-dlay 60-day reciprocity period provided for in Section 9873. Such
application shall bein amanner and pursuant to the procedure required for the issuance
of anumber under Section 9853.

SEC. 8. Section 9873 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

9873. Anundocumented vessel shall not be required to be numbered under this
chapter if itis:

(a) Already covered by a number in full force and effect-whieh_that has been
Issued to it pursuant to federal law or afederally approved numbering system of another
state; provided, that such undocumented vessel shall be subject to the numbering
requirements of this chapter if it has changed its state of principal use and has been
within this state for a period in excess of-96_60 consecutive days.

(b) A vessel from a country other than the United States temporarily using the
waters of this state.

(c) A public vessel of the United States, another state or subdivision thereof or
municipality of such other state.

(d) A ship’slifeboat.

(e) Any vessel belonging to a class of boatswhieh that has been exempted from
numbering by the department after the department has found that the numbering of
vessals of such class will not materially aid in their identification; and, if any agency
of the federal government has a numbering system applicable to the class of vessels
to which the vessel in question belongs, after the department has further found that the
vessel would also be exempt from numbering if it were subject to the federal law. An
undocumented vessel propelled solely by oars or paddles and an undocumented vessel
eight feet or less propelled solely by sail are exempt fromtheprevisionsef this chapter.

SEC. 9. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of
Article X111 B of the California Constitution because the only coststhat may beincurred
by alocal agency or school district will be incurred because this act creates a new
crime or infraction, eliminates acrime or infraction, or changesthe penalty for acrime
or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code, or changes
the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article X111 B of the
Cdlifornia Constitution.

-0-
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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

Bill No.

as introduced,

General Subject: Vesst Vessels: safety equipment: personal flotation devices: engine cut-off
switches.

(1) Existing law regulates the safe operation of various types of vessels navigating
the state’s ports and harbors. Existing law defines “personal watercraft” to mean a
vessel 13 feet in length or less, propelled by machinery, that is designed to be operated
by a person sitting, standing, or kneeling on the vessel, rather than in the conventional
manner of sitting or standing inside the vessel. Existing law prohibits a person from
operating a personal watercraft with a self-circulating device if the self-circulating
device or the engine throttle has been altered in a way that would impede or prevent
the self-circulating device from operating in its intended manner. Existing law requires
a person operating a personal watercraft equipped by the manufacturer with a
lanyard-type engine cut-off switch to attach the lanyard to their clothing, as provided.
A violation of these provisions is a crime.

This bill would instead define “personal watercraft” to mean a vessel propelled
by a water-jet pump or other machinery as its primary source of motive power and
designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing, or kneeling on the vessel, rather
than within the vessel’s hull. The bill would instead prohibit a person from operating
a personal watercraft with an engine cut-off switch if the engine cut-off switch or the
engine throttle has been altered in a way that would impede or prevent the engine
cut-off switch from operating in its intended manner. The bill would instead require a
person operating a personal watercraft equipped by the manufacturer with a lanyard-type
engine cut-off switch to attach the lanyard to their clothing while operating on plane
or above displacement speed, as provided. The bill would define “engine cut-off switch”
to mean a switch that automatically stops the engine of a power-driven vessel it activated
by an engine cut-off switch link. The bill would define “engine cut-off switch link™ to
mean a device that activates an engine cut-off switch if the operator is separated from
the power-driven vessel, as provided. The bill would additionally prohibit a person
from operating or authorizing another to operate specified vessels on plane or above
displacement speed if the engine cut-off switch or engine cut-off switch link is missing,
disconnected, or not operating properly, except as specified. By expanding the scope
of a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

(2) Existing law prohibits a person from operating a motorboat, sailboat, or vessel
unless every person on board who is under 13 years of age is wearing a specified type
of wearable personal flotation device while that motorboat, sailboat, or vessel is
underway, as defined, except if the person under 13 years of age is in an enclosed cabin
or restrained by a harness tethered to the vessel. A violation of this provision is a crime.

This bill would instead prohibit a person from operating a recreational vessel,
as defined, underway with a child under 13 years of age onboard unless the child is
either wearing an appropriate personal flotation device, below deck, or in an enclosed
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cabin. The bill would also prohibit a person from using a recreational vessel unless the
vessel has specified types and quantities of personal flotation devices on board. By
expanding the scope of a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

(3) Existing law requires every undocumented vessel using the waters or on the
waters of the state to be currently numbered. Existing law requires an undocumented
vessel that is already covered by a number issued to it pursuant to federal law or another
state to be numbered in this state if its state of principal use has changed and it has
been within this state for a period in excess of 90 consecutive days. A violation of these
requirements is a crime.

This bill would shorten that period from 90 consecutive days to 60 consecutive
days. By expanding the scope of a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local
program.

(4) This bill would make various conforming changes.

(5) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies
and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish
procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a
specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. State-mandated local
program: yes.
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